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the Germans, — and that is all. Now one could very well confine 
one's self to Caesar in treating of the Gauls, for Caesar is the chief 
authority in regard to them ; and inasmuch as the Germans were only 
an incident in his campaigns and were treated by him only incidentally, 
it might have answered not to give any detailed account of them at all. 
But if the historian once goes out of his way to do this, he should surely 
tell the reader what it is important for him to know, and not merely the 
gossip and superficial information which Caesar was able to pick up. 
Mr. Long does neither the one nor the other. He makes no at- 
tempt whatever at laying before his readers the results of scholarship 
in regard to the ethnology and institutions of the Germans ; but he 
tells what Caesar told, as if that were enough. No person would 
imagine from this book that Tacitus was a writer of any authority on 
this subject. We can find only two incidental references to him. Now 
we cannot conceive that a scholar of Mr. Long's learning and ability 
would have treated this topic in such an utterly inadequate manner, if 
he had not made up his mind to stick to the book. 

As a history, therefore, of the decline and fall of the Roman Repub- 
lic, the causes and spirit of this great tragedy, this work is a 
failure. It is utterly devoid of breadth of comprehension and an 
appreciation of the power of general causes ; it is an account of the 
successive events which marked this decline and dissolution : it is not, 
in any high sense of the term, a history of the decline. As a series of 
antiquarian discussions, on the other hand, and a commentary upon the 
several writers who cover this period, it is a work of high value ; and 
when we consider that this list comprises (or will when completed) the 
entire works of Cicero, Caesar, and Sallust, it will be seen that this is 
no small merit. As a commentary it is learned and sagacious ; incom- 
plete, inasmuch as the author has generally taken pains to avoid the 
most learned school of commentators, but, so far as it goes, all that could 
be desired. 

We will remark that in the present volume Mr. Long has corrected 
a fault of earlier ones in giving a much larger number of references 
than has been his custom. 
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A reprint from Mr. Calverley's last volume, with some additions 
from the former " Verses and Translations," which has never been 
reprinted. A more captivating collection of vers de societe, deserving, 
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indeed, the higher name of poetry, has rarely been offered to us. Mr. 
Calverley, who took a very high degree at Cambridge, England, in 
1853, is a scholar and wit of the first order. His mastery of rhyme, 
and his power of working the ruggedest incidents of common life into 
melody, is quite equal to Praed's. He delights in unexpected turns 
from the sublime to the ridiculous, such as he learnt from Theocritus, 
of whose Idyls he has published an esteemed poetical version, and such 
may be found in this collection in the delicious poem " Motherhood." 
We also specially commend " First Love " and " On the Brink " as 
delicious in their combination of humor and pathos, and the irresistible 
run of their verses. 

But the cream of the work is in the parodies in " The Wanderers," 
the " Ballad," " Lovers and a Reflection," and the " Cock and the 
Bull," in which the extravagances of rhythm and phrase which make 
up nine tenths of recent English poetry are disposed of. 



